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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR FROM THE CHAPTERS 

Dear Editor, 

We received your letter asking for 
some information for the Sigma Ze­
Lm, so we will try to furnish all we 
can. 

First let us take the officers of our 
organization, our President is Jean 
Klasner and Secretary-Treasurer is 
Martha Beeler. Now concerning our 
::nembership, last spring we had an 
initiation of eleven new members. 
Quite a few members were called to 
service and at the present time we 
have only four members on the 
campus and four faculty members; 
but we shall endeavor to carryon 
and then in the Spring we hope to 
be able to have a group of new 
members. Our members who have 
been called to service within the 
last year are-Eldon Caffery, Carl 
Clark, Tom Driscoll, Paul Fischer, 
Bernard Harms, Tom Hoering, Jerry 
Mathews, Gayle McGuire, Joseph 
Monks, Dwight Ruyle, Dan Unruh, 
Shelby Willis. About two weeks ago, 
some of these fellows came back to 
the campus for a visit and it was 
certainly good to see them. 

On Nov. 15, we had a business 
;,:eeting where we found we had 
·:).1ite a sum of money in the trea­
S'..lry. The active members are going 
+c have an informal meeting, Dec. 1, 
;cr prospective members. At this 
;:roposed meeting, these people will 
l:::e introduced to Sigma Zeta Society. 
~N e want especially to have one of 
Oelr new mathematics professors 
~:'ow of this society. 

At our November meeting we 
;;icmned for Social Hygiene Day. Last 
year the Sigma Zeta Society had 
SClch a nice program and we hope 
Vie are able to do as well this year. 

,'::::oncerning the number of copies 
':, the Sigma Zetan we would like to 
have, -we know all of the members 
in the services would like to have a 

copy but it is not possible to reach 
all of them, we will need about 15 
copies. 

Sincerely yours, 

Martha Beeler 
Secretary, Alpha Chapter 
Sigma Zeta Science Society 
Shurtleff College 
Alton, Illinois 

Dear Editor: 

1. Names of Chapter officers: 
President: 

Professor Helmut C. Gutekunst 
Recorder-Treasurer: 

Dean C. J. Stowell 
2. Number of new initiates (First 

semester, 1943-44): 2 (both active) 
3. Total membership: 4 (all active). 

4. Honor roll. Our honor roll is not 
yet complete. We will try to fur­
nish it for a future issue. 

5. (etc.) Our Chapter is, of necessity, 
confining its activities this year 
to recognizing the small number 
of eligible candidates. Professor 
Gutekunst was initiated on Oc­
tober 7. Professor Gutekunst is 
head of the department of che­
mistry. Mr. Thomas T. Gordon, a 
mathematics major, will be ini­
tiated December 18. The Chapter 
holds a social at each initiation 
and attempts as far as possible 
to bring in some of the alumni 
members as guests. 

9. Number of copies of December 
issue needed. We can use about 
10 copies if you can spare them, 
four for the active members and 
about six for alumni within easy 
reach. (If you are short send just 
the four for the active members). 

10. Suggestions. Would it be possi­
ble to arrange a service whereby 
a local Chapter would send the 
addresses of recent alumni in 

THE SIGMA ZETAN 15 

the armed services to the Na­
tional Editor's office and have 
the Sigma Zetan mailed to them 
directly? Of course, the local 
Chapter would pay a fee for this 
service. Probably a more feasible 
plan would be to have the extra 
copies sent to the local Chapter 
and have them mail them out. In 
this case it is quite obvious that 
the Editor should have notice in 
advance showing how many 
were needed for this purpose, in 
order to know how many to 
print. If the extras for this pur­
pose ran into any considerable 
number (as they probably would), 
I should think that the local 
Chapter should pay for the 
extras. 

C. J. Stowell 
Recorder-Treasurer, 
Beta Chapter 
McKendree College, 
Lebanon, Illinois 

Dear Editor: 

I have your letter of September 22 
regarding the present status of our 
Mu Chapter of Sigma Zeta. Natural­
ly, at the present time the number of 
men eligible for membership in our 
institution is very small, likewise the 
eligible women have obtained teach­
ing positions at the end of their third 
year of work, and consequently at 
the present time prospects for an ac­
tive year are very slim. 

Within the very near future I plan 
to check over a list of prospective 
eligible members and we shall ini­
tiate them as soon as possible. Right 
now none of the officers elected last 
year are in school and we shall have 
10 start an almost entirely new mem­
bership. 

We have at our instJtution requir­
ed a B average for eligibility to ac­
tive membership. If, for the duration 
we could lower this average I am 
certain that we could practically 

I 
double our membership. Is it abso-
lutely essential to require a B 
average according to the National 
Constitution for eligibility to mem­
bership? 

I shall try to give you a more com 
plete report of our activities at a 
somewhat later date so that you may 
have this information for the Decem­
ber issue of the Sigma Zetan. 

Very truly yours, 

G. M. Wissink 
Faculty Advisor, 
Mu Chapter 
State Teachers College 
Mankato, Minnesota 

Dear Editor: 
The main interest this year to all 

our Sigma Zetans here at Northern 
Illinois State Teachers College is our 
new science building. I am sending 
you a copy of the book issued last 
June when our building was officia:­
ly dedicated. It supplies all the neces 
sary information about our "pride 
and glory" and you may publish any 
material you desire from this pam­
phlet. The picture on the back of the 
pamphlet was taken through the arch 
of our administration building and 
shows the science building very 
clearly. I hope it will be possible fo~ 
you to publish this picture so that a~l 
members of Sigma Zel:::l may see 
what an important part science is 
playing. 

Whatever I might say about ou: 
science building would only be rep:?­
tition to what appears in this par;-~­
phlet so I will let you select whet­
ever material you want from th:s 
book. 

Officers for this year are: Pres,­
dent, Gertrude Campbell; vice-presi­
dent, Lois Gielow; secretary, Florence 
Kirchner and treasurer, Alice Rose 
Edson. 

Our organization is very sma;l 
this year and the reason is obvious. 
We have only seventeen members, 
three of which are associate me", 
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bers. Our men in service (who have 
reen members for the last two 
years) are: Rodney Anderson, Rich­
CEd Brett, Bruce Churchill, Robert Ea­
~c:', Sol Goldstein, Ralph Hallen, 
'/;- ~rren Harding, Paul Hayes, Ross 
L'c"mes, Robert Nelson, Glenn Flans­
?,;rg , Russel Larson, Don Morrison, 
(':an Prall and Harry Risch. 
~he Sigma Zetan is of interest to 

all our members and I hope it will be 
continued. 

I am, 
Sincerely yours, 
Florence Kerchner 
Secretary 
Nu Chapter of Sigma Zeta 
DeKalb, Illinois 

Gear Editor: 

:he officers of our chapter this 
year are as follows: 
~resident ....... William Krigbaum 
,!c~ President . Deane Sensenbaugh 
~ec y-Treasurer .. Virginia Lambert 

~\Jew members initiated this year 
;nclude--

~-'l.ctive-H. -Wayne Hill, Marjorie 
Magill, Jimmy Fritz, G. Vernon 
'-/i~eeler. 

.-'l.ssociate - Man orie Larsen 
:he only old members are the of­

ii-cers named above. 
The following members are in the 

CHI:led services: 
0ale Boden, Edward Elslager 
'Ve have had two very interesting 

:11eetingS this year. The first was a 
lecture on astronomy and the second 
;';-~s c; discussion of radio activity. 

" J plan to hold our annual banquet 
:'.cout Christmas time. Beyond thm 
:':e have no definite plans. VVe still 
:::'1e enough boys to carryon. 

?leose send us ~\'\T2nL\';- '~opies 
Sienna ZetcU'. 

VirgllllCl Lambert 
Secretary -Treasu;e [ 
Pi Chapter 
The James Milliken U_ 
Decatur, Illinois 

Dear Editor: 

The Rho Chapter of Sigma Zeta 
National Honorary Science Society: 
met III New Hall Monday evening, 
September 25. Initiation for three new 
members was held. The initiates 
were Bonnie Polk of Westfield, Illi­
nois, major in biology and assistant 
in that department; Joe A White of 
Mattoon, Illinois, biology major; and 
Mary Alice Moore of Anderson, ma­
jor in Chemistry and department as­
sistant. 

On November 22 a chemistry pro­
gram was presented at another 
meeting of the chapter. The program 
as given follows: 

Synthetic Rubbers ............... . 
· . . . . . . . . . . .. Louis E. Beaver '43 

Parade of Plastics 
· ........... Gord~~' L: Ad~~~ " 43 

Some Newer Drugs ............. . 
· . . . . . . . . .. Ralph A. Coddingto~ 
*The Utilization of Laboratory 

Wastes: 
Preparation and Purification of 

Copper Sulphate 
Hadley P. Harper '46 

Crystallization of Potassium 
Chloride 

Warren S. Leichty '47 
Current Chemical Literature Avail­

able in the College Library 
Mary Alice Moore '45 

*Invited papers. 
Officers elected for the current 

year are as follows: 
President ....................... . 

........ Ralph A Coddington '43 
Vice Presiden t ... Alice Beecher '44 
Recorder-Treasurer ............... . 

. . . . . . . . . . .. Frances Keeling '44 

One of the activities this chapter 
has undertaken is the sponsoring of 
monthly science meetings with the 
cooperation of the various depart­
ments, such as the chemistry pro­
gram listed above. The physics de 
partment will supervise the program 
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for Dec. 13 and other departments 
are schedules for the second semes­
ter months. 

A project which will receive atten­
tion from the chapter members this 
year is the cleaning, identifying, and 
cataloging of specimens of the old 
Cummins Geological Collection stor­
ed on this campus. 

Frances Keeling 
Secretary -Treasurer 
Rho Chapter 
Indiana Central College 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

Dear Editor: 

Due to the small number of active 
members who returned to the cam­
pus this fall, * the organization of Xi 
Chapter was postponed until late 
October so that new members could 
be elected from the qualified stu­
dents. At the first meeting, held on 
October 28, nine active members 
were initiated bringing the total ac­
tive membership to thirteen students 
and thirteen faculty members. The 
new officers for the year are: Gladys 
Marie Clem, President; Dorothy Le­
wis, Vice-President; Opal Lamber­
son, Secretary; and Dr. D. E. Miller, 
Recorder-Treasurer. 

Thus the first meeting of the year 
was the initiation which followed the 
same general plan of last year's 
ceremony. The initiates formed 
parallel sides of a rectangle while 
the faculty members formed a third 
side. Miss Clem and Miss Lewis took 
their places at the head of the group 
and took charge of the ceremony, 
which consisted of a statement of the 
history and purpose of Sigma Zeta, 
a statement of the meaning of the 
insignia, a welcome into the society, 
and the presentation of the certifi­
cates by Dr. Levi Shively of the Ma­
thematics Department. At the meet­
ing were also several new members 
of the science faculty who are teach­
ing in the A.S.T.P. program. 

Xi Chapter has a small member­
ship but, nevertheless, it looks for­
ward to an active and interesting 
year's work. Most of the members 
are girls but they are making a con­
scientious effort to keep the chapter 
an active force on the campus. We 
plan to elect associate members 
sometime during the winter quarter 
and thus have a larger organization. 
Our program plans for the year are 
a bit uncertain but several good pro­
grams are being formulated. Several 
ifeld trips to near·by places of in­
terest are being considered. Several 
AS.T.P. faculty members have spe­
cial interests and will make real con­
tributions to our programs. We also 
plan to strive for more student parti­
cipation, with at least one meeting 
devoted entirely to student papers. 

An all college honor roll of former 
students now serving in the armed 
forces is just in the process of compi­
lation. Therefore the following list is 
undoubtedly incomplete. From the 
sources now available we found the 
following former members of Sigma 
Zeta to be now serving in the armed 
forces. 

Donald Wayne Alexander 
Kenneth Sandy Alexander 
Harold Robert Andrews 
Thomas Jacob Baldwin 
John Ellsworth Ballard 
Leland G. Brown 
Phillip Edward Bruch 
Clarence William Buesking 
Richard Thomas Cady 
Alice Marie Clark 
Kenneth Ralph Conkling 
Floyd Edward Cooper 
Gerald Eugene Cooper 
Glenn Fidler 
James Wayne Findling 
Max Olin Hogg 
Clarence Fay Hudson, Jr. 
Joseph Willard Jackson 
Karl Nutting Keever 
Duane Francis Kelso 
Arthur F. Kline 
Alvin Emerson Lake, JI. 
Roy Donald Maxwell 
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Bernard Kieth McKenzie 
Wendell Ellis Moore 
rrank Ray Myers 
Ben P. Poer 
Gene Richards 
3ueford Carson Robbins 
Clyde Edward Rush 
L:::Iwrence P. Smith 
::Cenneth Cleon Stonebraker 
\Vilbur Chester Willman 
I cnathan David Young 

Cordially, 

Inez Opal Lamberson 
Secretary, Xi Chapter 
Ball State Teachers College 
Muncie, Indiana 

, ,~t the beginnnig of this year this 
chapter had 13 active student 
members. 

Dear Editor: 

The Zeta Chapter is suffering from 
IDe same condition which prevails 
::' all educational institutions be­
couse of activities necessary to the 
speedy dispatching of the war. How­
e'ver, the Zeta Chapter is determined 
TC carryon and is making every 
:cossible effort to hold together the 
c:C!apter traditions. 

It is our ambition to hold together 
:::I nucleus around which a going or­
ganization can be instituted when 
:he war is over. It was highly grati­
fying to find that when letters of in­
'litation to membership were for· 

warded to nine actives and eight as­
sociates, acceptance was received ie 
every case. 

At a recent meeting of the chapter 
the following were initiated into ac­
tive membership: 
Irene M. Hertz 
Bernadine Peterson 
William L. Terrill 
Alice E. Buth 
Betty Puariea 
Meredyth Mykleby 
Rachel Eide 
Harriet Grant 
Hazel Tibbetts 

With the four actives from last 
year the Zeta Chapter will have a 
very fine group. Those who are 
members in the associate classifica­
tion consist of the following: 
Mary Asenbrenner 
Betty Furstenberg 
Mary Hotvedt 
Mildred Sackett 
Betty Colbert 
Elizabeth Haberkorn 
Edward Nigbor 
Percy Voight 

At the first meeting of the chapter 
Robert H. Riflemen was elected 
Presiden t; Dorothy Scharf, Vice Pre­
sident; and T. A. Rogers, Secretary­
Treasurer. 

T. A. Rogers 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Zeta Chapter, Sigma Zeta 
Central State Teachers Col. 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin 

Nature does not capriciously scatter her secrets as golden gifts to lazy pets 
o:-:d luxurious darlings. 

The apple she dropped at the feet of Newton was but a coy invitation to 
:c.low her to the stars. 

-E. P. Whipple 

Snowplows in the sky. 

No spot on earth IS more than 60 hours'-flying time-from any spot in 
_}_.--:1erica; 27 hours from Africa, 17 hours from England, 37 hours from China, 35 
:--:2urs from Australia, 13 hours from Iceland, 24 hours from Russia. Cargoes of 
.~"cwplows do not retard the fljght. 
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A LETTER FROM THE NATIONAL RECORDER-TREASURER 

It seems as though the only thing the National Recorder-Treasurer eve~ 
does is to complain, chiefly about the lack of cooperation on the part of the 
Chapter officers. Well, here's another complaint. I have received preliminary 
reports which were due on October 1 from only five chapters: Alpha, Bet:::, 
Kappa, Nu, and Xi. Report blanks were mailed to the chapters in Septembe~, 
and we can only regard the officers of the remaining chapters as remiss in the 
performance of their duties. These are the delinquent chapters: Gamma, Epsi 
lon, Zeta, Mu, Pi, and Rho. It seems unreasonable to expect this office to do :J. 

good job under such circumstances. 

Now for something on the positive side. In September, a "Manual for Chap 
ter Advisers and Secretaries" was prepared in this office and sent to a faculty 
adviser and the secretary of each chapter. It outlines in specific detail the 
various jobs which the chapter secretary has to do in order to keep up proper 
relations with the National office. and it offers suggestions for performing some 
purely local duties. If any of the chapter advisers and secretaries did not re 
ceive a copy of the manual, please write for a copy. 

Perhaps the biggest accomplishment for the National Organization in t:',e 
past ten years is recorded in another place in this issue. Vife refer to the report 
of the Ritual Committee. It has always been the intention of ritual committees 
and National Conclaves that any initiation ritual which is adoted should be a 
basic ritual, and one which would be suggested to the chapters as suitable for 
the purposes of an organization such as ours. If it is adopted, it should be pre 
sented to the chapters in such a spirit. It represents the basic material to be 
used. There may be some chapters which feel that they have a better form 0; 
initiation. Such chapters would be permitted to retain their own ceremonies, but 
should include these essentials in it. If the report of the committee is adopted 
in this spirit, it represents a long step forward in making us a more closely kn'; 
and better integrated organization. 

The Society of Sigma Zeta is growing even in these lean years. Last sprcg 
two chapters were chartered: Pi Chapter at the James Millikin University :::It 
Indiana Central College at Indianapolis, Indiana. At the present time the Na­
tional Council is considering the petition for a chapter at Our Lady of the Lake 
College at San Antonio, Texas. 

Let us put forth every effort to make the coming year as successful as L--;e 
past one. 

Gilbert W. Faust 
National Recorder-Treasurer 

SUGGESTED INITIATION RITUAL FOR ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP 

At the initiation meeting of a chapter, all regular business is suspend".o:,1 
and the officers of initiation preside. These officers are a chairman, a recorder. 
and a conductor. The conductor presents the candidate (s) for initiation to the 
chairman, who gives a response of welcome and explains the responSIbilities 
of membership. The recorder interprets the symbolism of the key and makee's 
the investment, after which the chairman welcomes the candidate as a membe~ 
(and presents the certificate of membership, optional). (In the smaller chapte:'s, 
it is the custom for each officer and member to greet the new member.) 
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In outline, the initiation consists of five parts in sequence as follows: 

I. presentation of the candidate by the conductor 

2. response of the chairman 

3. investment with the key by the recorder 

4. presentation of the certificate of membership and 

5. welcome of candidate by chairman 

The ritual of initiation is as follows: 

CONDUCTOR: "Mr. Chairman and members of the ............ Chapter of 
1he Society of Sigma Zeta, I have the honor to present Mr. (or other title) .... 
........ (full or usual name) ...... as a candidate for initiation as an active 
(chart2r) member of our Chapter." 

CHAIRMAN: 'It is a pleasure to welcome you as one whose achievements 
in scholarship and evident interest in sci8nce make him (or her) worthy of mem­
bership in this chapter. You have already come to know the two-fold purpose 
of the Society---first, the encouragement of scholarship in the sciences, and, 
second, the recognition of creditable attainments in this field. Accordingly, as 
an active member of the Society, you will realize your responsibilities toward 
the advancement of these ldeals by sincere and continuing efforts." 

"You will now be invested with the key of the Society, signifying not only our 
recognition of your past record of high scholarship but also your acceptance 
cf the responsibilities of membership in the Society." 

RECORDER: "Before investing you with this key, as a visible emblem of mem­
l:;ership, I would call your attention to the symbols in relief on it." 

"This key, by its shape and form, suggests to us the open book of nature, 
cs the source of all scientific learning." 

"The books represent to us the accumulated knowledge of science, to be 
studied as a record of the past and guide to the future. The three volumes 
standing together bring before the mind the three-fold division of science into 
the life sciences, the earth sciences, and physical sciences of chemistry and 
physics proper. The fourth volume, supporting the others, typifies mathematics, 
the foundation of all three.' 

"The retort on the tripod is adapted from the ancient process by which the 
gcod and valuable were separated from the base and dross; to us, it typifies 
tl-:e process of experimental methods in our fields." 

'The flame, not shown under the retort, represents the living but invisible 
sJ:;lrit of science that directs and controls all true work of the scientist." 

"The Greek letters, Sigma Zeta, designate both the Society and its motto--
Seek diligently together for Truth'." Presents key 

CnAIRMAN: "1 welcome you as an active (charter) member of the ....... . 
Chapter of the Society of Sigma Zeta. Presents certificate of membership. 

The mind is like the stomach. It is not how much you put into it that counts, 
!::L:j how much it digests. 

-Albert Fay N ock 
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BALL STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE 

(A paper prepared by a member of the Xi Chapter in the spring of 1943) 

World Wars I and II have had speCIal significance for Ball State Teachers 
College. In 1918 the college was purchased by the five Ball brothers and given 
to the state. This year, another war period, marks the silver anniversary of the 
college, which has made phenomenal growth in the short space of a quarter 
century. As in 1918, men are training for service on the campus, and many 
men have already left for foreign fields. Faculty and students are contributing 
to the war effort in numerous ways. 

Unfortunately for the college, Dr. L A. PHtenger, president of the college 
for sIxteen years, resigned on account cf ill health. The Board of Trustees ap­
pointed him president emeritus. This spring the college suffered another loss 
when Dr. Frank C. Ball, a member of the board of trustees and one of the 
generous donors of the college, died. W. E. Fagoner, college controller, is serv­
ing as acting president. George A. Ball, the last of the five Ball brothers, has 
been elected to membership on the Board of Trustees. 

To meet the needs of the national war program, a college defense com 
mittee has been serving during the year. This committee, which consists of 
members from the faculty and student body, has inaugurated a program of 
wartime economy and manpower utilization. Several members of the faculty 
are serving as officers or instructors in various branches of the armed services, 
and more than a thousand Ball State students and alumni are enlisted in the 
army, navy, air corps, marines, or womens' auxiliaries. 

The college is making a real contnbution in the field of aviation and VillI 
continue classes in elementary ground school and flight instruction. More them 
four hundred men and a few women have been trained in naval aviation air 
corps under the C.P.T. and now the W.T.S. program. Many students have 
completed naval reserve training courses this year. Classes in first aid for 
which students gain Red Cross certificates. Physical fitness courses are bel"lg 
taken by all men and women students. 

Cooperating with the war effort, students and faculty have curtailed SOCiJl 
activities, under the direction of the intersorority council and faculty groups. 
However, there have been informal social functions to keep up morale and tc 
foster cultural growth. Service men in training on the campus attend some or 
these affairs. 

Convocations have been held each week. Varied and educational, these 
programs have brought to the college leading seakers, and entertainers, as 
well as student groups. The Civic Music Association of Muncie has sponsored 
the appearance of eminent musicians, whose concerts have been well attended 
and wei! received by the students and faculty. Th most outstanding attractic:1 
was John Charles Thomas. 

Ball State has been very successful in athletics, especially in football, CCE­

sidering that the coach lost almost all of his team to the armed forces. Inte~­
collegiate meets and games have been affected by transporbtion facilities; 
however, Ball State has had a program which included footba!l, basketbJ:', 
swimming, tennis, track and baseball. Of special interest to sp8rts-minded s:,:,­
dents has been the presence 8£ the Pittsburgh Pirat3s, VJho selected Muncie' 
their spring training 
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CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 

Report of March, ApriL and May meetings, 1943 

Xi Chapter of Sigma Zeta 

At the March meeting of Xi Chapter recognition was given to 10 new asso­
c:aie members who had been taken into the chapter earlier in the year. This 
is the second time in the history of the chapter that associate members have 
been taken in; the first time being in 1939 when the national conclave was held 
0:1 our campus. After the business meeting Dr. Edwards of the Mathematics 
Department gave a very interesting illustrated lecture on astronomy. The group 
vws then conducted to the roof of the Science Building where the telescope was 
set up for observations, and we actually saw what we had been hearing about. 
This meeting was one of the most successful meetings of the year. Nineteen ac­
tive members, seven associate members and two guests were present. 

At the April meeting we heard Mr. McIntyre, head of the Ground School 
Training at Ball State, talk on "Science and Mathematics in Modem Aviation." 
In his talk he told us about some of the situations which a pilot meets in flying 
which call for a thorough understanding of mathematics and physics. 

We had planned to have election of officers at this meeting; however, the 
nominating committee reported that there were but three active members in the 
organization who expected to be in school next year. They recommended, 
therefore, that the election be postponed until fall and that the faculty members 
be in charge of the organization during the early part of the next year. 

The final meeting of the year, held on May 20, was one of the best of the 
e:11ire year. Dr. Peterson, of the English Department, presented an interesting 
ciiscussion and demonstration on "The Science of Speech and Speech Patho­
logy." Not only did he explain the scientific approach to speech correction but 
demonstrated and explained the principles behind several machines which he 
uses in his speech work. These included a machine of his own invention which 
::as proved very successful. 

MEMBERSHIP STANDARDS 

The editor feels that the question raised by Prof. Wissink of the Mu Chap­
'er (See Letters to the Editor, p. 15) regarding scholastic achievement for mem­
bership, is of sufficient general interest to warrant its discussion briefly in this 
issue. 

In order to msure uniformity of procedure in this matter throughout the so­
CIety, and consequent fair and impartial treatment to all students who might 
seek admission to Sigma Zeta, good judgment would prescribe adherence to 
,he minimal grade averages mentioned in the National Constitution, even in the 
:ace of the greatly reduced academic enrollments incident to war time. As a 
Inatter of fact, this must be dono unleSS on amendment is made to the const; 
;l.ltion loweri[lg the requirements. 

There are twu averages givon III the NatJollul Conshtuholl, (I) the 
cl'Ieraqe made in scicmce or mothemahcs or both which Illay not be lower than 
3 and (2) the general overage of all subjects taken in coll~ge, which average 
:-nay be as low as 84°{, or C. If the B average men honed as being used by the 
;,jI'.l Chapter is the mimmum for both types of averages men honed above, then 
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the requirements of this chapter are the same as those set by the local consti­
s7cltion of the Zeta Chapter. We noticed last September when examining records 
of prospective members for the Zeta Chapter that there were several students 
who had averages of B in science or mathematics but who in all college sub­
jects averaged only C. These were rejected, not because of the requirements 
of the National Constitution, but by the local constitution, which has not violat­
ed the National Constitution by setting minimum average requirements higher 
than it has prescribed, but would have violated it if these minima had been 
lower. 

During such times as these all chapters will probably have more active 
and associate members if the minima in grade averages as established by the 
National Constitution be everywhere observed. 

.--------------

The college has had one of the most important and busiest years in its his 
tory and looks forward to two summer terms of school and to the fall quarter in 
September, for although the enrollment will be slightly less on account of the 
war and industry, teacher shortage increases the demand for trained teachers. 
Many high school students realize that teaching offers a real field for service. 
Democracy depends on education. 

-Mabel Anderson 
Associate Member 

------ -_._-------

Don't despise talking about the weather. 

Those who despise the weather as a conversational opening seem to ms 
to be ignorant of the reason why human beings wish to talk. Very few join in 
a conversation in the hope of learning anything new. Conversation should be 
a sympathetic buzz. That is why the weather is so useful a subject. It brings 
people at once to an experience which is generally shared and enables them, 
as it were, to buzz on the same note. Having achieved this harmony, they ad­
vance by miraculous stages to other symphonies and, as note succeeds note, 
a pleasant and varied little melody of conversation is made, as satisfying to 
the ear and mind as the music of a humming-top. The discovery of new notes 
of sympathy is the secret of all conversation. 

-Robert Lynd 

The lowly mouse. 

Over 1000 people are breeding mice in England. The mice are black, 
white, red, chocolate, blue, cream, fawn, lilac or champagne in color. Four 
hundred skins go into a full-length coat which sells for $350. Mice have ne 
diseases, they are cheap to keep; as many as 3000 can be fed for 75 cents pe~ 
day on oats, raw eggs, milk, and bread. Cheese over heats theIr blood. 

-John o'London's Weekly. 

I have a cure for boredom that never fails. It is made up of ten rules: '0'0 

out among people and perform one kind act, ten times. 
-Carrie Chapman Catt 




