


Results indicated that age is a significant (p=.0004) factor when studying theradionuclide 
uptake of a free living organism. An asymptotic uptake was seen and reached 
equilibrium between ages 3 and 4, twice the time as predicted by the literature. It is 
thought that this was caused by winter dormancy, which effected the free living 
organism of this experiment, but not those used to calculate the biological half life seen 
in the literature. 

Isolation and Characterization of a 
Developmentally·Important Gene from the 
Tobacco Hornworm, Manduca �~�.� 

Stephen P. Peterson 
Beta Iota, Bethel College 

The insect steroid hormone ecdysone induces 
the expression of a small set of developmentally­
important genes in DrosQl)hila melanogaster. One of 
these genes, designated E74, has been examined in 
detail in two additional Drosophila species. The E74 
gene, which appears to encode a transcriptional activator 
protein, is approximately 60 kb in length, while its 
mRNA is only 6.0 kb. Carl Thummel at the University 

of Utah has proposed that for the E74 gene and its ecdysone-induced relatives, gene 
length, which determines the time required for transcription (about 1 kb/minute), may 
be important in regulating the timing for the appearance of the E74 protein. The 
conservation of gene length among three Dorsophila species support his hypothesis. 
We have extended these studies by attempting to isolate the E74 gene from a 
Lepidopteran, the tobacco homworm �M�a�n�d�u�c�a�~�.� Portions of the gene have been 
isolated and characterized. Preliminary evidence suggests that the E74 gene of 
Manduca �~� may be significantly shorter than the homologous genes in the 
Drosophila species. 

.. �~� Effects of Chemical Impurities on YBa2Cu307·x 
Jay Binder 

, Alpha Psi Chapter, Hillsdale College 

In the high Tc superconductor, �Y�B�~�C�u�P�7�-�X�,� 

the amount of oxygen varies with up to 7 atoms per unit 
cell (O<x<1). It is essential that the unit forms an 
orthohombic structure containing 7 ordered atoms of 
oxygen per unit cell, followed by oxygen rearrangement 
to form a tetragonal structure with randomly distributed 
oxygen atoms. Under normal conditions, the needed 
teragonal structure forms after the �Y�B�~�C�U�P�7�-�X� has 
been heated to 9300 Celsius and either fast or slow 
quenched in flowing oxygen or slow quenched in air, 

but not fastq uenched in air. However, on December 5, 1990, K. V. Paulose or Regional 
Research Laboratory reported the formation of the needed tetragonal structure after 
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doping the �Y�B�~�C�u�P�7�-�X� with SbP3 and then fast quenching in air after heating. 
Based on the effectiveness of adding the Sb303 impurity, the experiment sought 

to test the effectiveness of similar impurities. The criteria of possible impurities was 
based upon: 1) nonmagnetic properties, 2) vaporization temperature above 9300 

Celsius, 3) non-radioactive, and 4) the availability of the impurity as oxide, or other 
compounds able to be mixed with �Y�B�~�C�U�P�7�-�X� powder. The quantity of impurity 
used was based on the original 1 % (w/w) SbP3doping,equivalentto 1.7 X lO-4moles 
of the impurity to 3.58 X lO-3 moles of YBa2Cup7-x. The effectiveness of the 
impurity to allow the formation of the tetragonal structure was based upon the 
observable levitation of a magnet over the superconducting disk at 70K (i.e., the 
meissner effect). 

Attitudes Toward Health Care Workers and HIV 
Karen Schaumburg 
Xi Chapter, Ball State University 

Since the discovery of the Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus (H1Y) in the early 1980's, 
numerous studies have reported public opinion on a 
wide range of topics connected with HIV. One area of 
current attention involves the issue of mandatory testing 
of health care workers and disclosure of test results to 
patients. Although some existing studies suggest that 
upwards of90% of the public supports required testing 
of health care workers for H1V and disclosure of these 
test results to patients, less intense efforts have been 

made to study health care workers attitudes of these topics. The purpose of this project 
is to determine what attitudes health care workers may have toward the issues of HIV 
testing and disclosure of results to patients and explore how these results differ from 
those of a population of non-health care workers. These opinions will be compared to 
existing and proposed policies within the state of Indiana regarding infection control 
and HIV testing. 

Computer • Assisted Study of the Relationship 
between Molecular Structure and Henry's Law 
Constant 
Charles J. Russell 
Pi Chapter, Millikin University 

Computer-assisted methods have been used to 
develop a predictive model correlating 63 molecular 
structures with the log of Henry's Law constant. A 
five-variable model using structural descriptors is 
developed with an R value of 0.978 and standard 
deviation of O. 37 5 log units. The model indicates that 

. Henry's Law constant may be approximated as a linear 
functIon of factors related to bulk, lipophilicity, and polarity. 
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Isolation and Characterization of an Ecdysone­
Inducible gene from the House Fly ~ 
domestica· 
Phu V. Tran 
Beta Iota Chapter, Bethel College 

The steroid hormone ecdysone directly 
stimulates the transcription of a small number of 
developmentally-important genes in the fruit fly 
Drosophila melanogaster. One of these genes, E74, 
has been isolated and shown to be over 60 kb in length, 
generating a 6 kb mRNA and a protein product with 
demonstrated DNA-binding activity as well as putative 
transcriptional activation activity. We have taken an 

evolutionary approach to identify those parts of the gene coding region that may be 
important for the activity of the E74 gene product. An EMBL3 phage gene library was 
constructed using DNA form the house fly ~ domestic a, another Dipteran. The 
library was screened with portions of the D. melanogaster E74 gene and homologous 
gene segments were isolated and characterized. The most significant homology 
between the species is in the C-terminalregion that specifies the DNA-binding domain. 
Other identified homologous sequences are candidates for transcriptional activation 
domains. 

DNA Sequencing of CCK-gastrin-like Gene from 
Drosophila pseudobscura and Drosophila virills 
Scott Woodman 
Alpha Psi Chapter, Hillsdale College 

History: Cholecystokinin (CKK) and gastrin 
are members of a family of hormones which have been 
isolated and sequenced from various parts of the 
nervous system. CCK and gastrin have identical C­
terminal pentapeptide sequences (Glycine, Tryptophan, 
Methionine, Aspartic acid, Phenylalanine). CCK has 
been found to be one of the most abundant vertebrate 
neural peptides; its functions, however, are still 
unknown. In 1988 Dr. Ruthann Nichols, of the 

University of Michigan, isolated, characterized, and sequenced a CCK-like gene and 
corresponding cDNA from DrosQPhila melanogastef. The CCK-like precursor was 
designated drosulfakinin (DSK of Drosophila-sulfated tyrosine-kinin activity). Genomic 
andcDNA clones corresponding to the Drosophila neuropeptide precursor encoded for 
three putative peptides: DSK 0, I, II. Of these peptides, I and II are similar to CCK­
gastrin peptides. They both contain CCK-gastrin like C-terminal pentapeptide and a 
conserved sequence corresponding to the sulfated trysine in bioactive CCK. TheDNA 
sequences within DrosQPhila melanogaster which encodes for each ofDSK peptides 
are oriented 5' to 3': DSK 0, 90 base linker region, DSK I, 6 bases, and finally DSK 
II. 

Research Project: The object of this investigation was to research DrosQPhila 
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pseudoobscura, a closely related species toD. meianogaster, and determine if the DNA 
sequence encoding for DSK or DSK-like peptides exist. It was hypothesized that a 
DSK gene would contain peptides similar in sequence to DSK 0, I, and II. Therefore, 
the strategy was to synthesize two degenerate oligonucleotide primers in which the 5' 
primer corresponded to both DSK I and II. The degeneracy of the primers allowed for 
an optimal number of DNA base differences while still conserving the desired amino 
acid sequence. The layout of the project began with pseudoobscura genomic DNA 
which served as the initial template for the primers in the PCR reaction. The PCR 
products were then analyzed for yield and approximate size. It was seen from this 
analysis that two products had been generated. These fragments were then subcloned 
and finally sequenced in both directions. It was confirmed from the computer analysis 
of the sequences that one of the PCR fragments represented the primers annealing at 
DKS 0 and DSK I DNA sequences, and the other fragment represented annealing to 
DSK 0 and DKS II. Upon further analysis it was discovered that the nucleotide 
sequence between DSK 0 and II was strictly conserved between Drosophila 
melanogaster and Drosophila pseudoobscura. In the initial stages of sequencing 
Drosophil virilis, a more distantly related species, putative results showed that there 
were four nucleotide base changes in the DSK I DNA sequence. These changes alter 
the amino acid sequence changing two Glutamic acid residues to two Aspartic acid 
residues, keepings with the need for acidic amino acid residues preceding the sulfated 
tyrosine. 

Perfusion and Lyophilization of Mouse Kidneys 
for Use in Glomerular Size Determination and 
Analysis of Glomerular Na+ and K+ pools 
John Farquhar 
Pi Chapter, Millikin University 

Mouse kidney's are perfused with a 0.15 M 
solution ofLiCl, and then freeze-dried at 11mmhg and 
atemperatureof-l60Celsius. The freeze-dried kidneys 
are sectioned, and the glomeruli are removed 
individually and combined in a drop of distilled water. 
The development of these techniques will be discussed 
during the presentation. It is intended that mouse 

~~~~~~an:;';:d~glomerular diameter will be determined by microscopic 
analysis, and glomerular N a+ and K + content will be determined by flame photometry. 
This information will be compared to information available on other species. 
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Song Sparrow Melospiz melodja, Recognition of 
Neighbor-Stranger Songs 
William P. Johnson. Jr. 
Beta Chapter, McKendree College 

Bird species with small repertoires have been 
found to show neighbor-stranger recognition. Those 
investigations which took species with large repertoires 
into consideration never utilized the extensive repertoire 
in playback, and found results to be marginal. The 
present investigation using the song sJXUTow, Melospiza 
melodia found expected trends with respect to the 
responses: 1) songs per time interval; 2) index of 
approach; and 3) latency to approach. The songs per 

time interval was found to be highly significant, and provides supporting evidence of 
individual recognition in song sparrows. A hypothesis was developed to explain the 
failure of the song sparrows to show a significant difference in the latter two responses. 

Identification of Transcriptional Activator 
sequences from the Ecdysone-Inducible Gene E74 
of Drosophila me1anogaster 
Mark J. Turek 
Beta Iota Chapter, Bethel College 

The Drosouhila melanOlmSter gene E74 is 
induced directly by the insect steroid honnone ecdysone 
and encodes a protein product that is believed to 
activate the transcription of other genes. The E74 
coding region contains acid-rich N -terminal sequences 
and internal glutamine-rich sequences, both potential 
transcriptional activation domains. We have attempted 
to identify E74 sequences responsible for transcriptional 

activation be developing afunctional test for these sequences in yeast. DNA fragments 
encoding potential E74 transcriptional activation sequences were ligated in the proper 
translational reading frame to DNA encoding the DNA-binding domain of the bac terial 
lexA repressor protein. Plasmids containing such hybrid gene constructs were 
transfonned into yeast, together with a second plasmid containing a lexA repressor 
DNA-binding site located upstream of a bacterial beta-galactosidase gene. Beta­
galactosidase activity in the transfonned yeast was then a measure of transcriptional 
activation potential of the E74 sequences. Using this functional test with the proper 
controls, we have evidence that the acid-rich N-terminal sequences possess little 
transcriptional activation activity and that the E74 protein uses the internal glutamine­
rich sequences to stimulate the transcription of other genes. 
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Isolation of Titanium from a Standard Fly-Ash 
Sample 
Walt Elliston 
Pi Chapter, Millikin University 

Samples of the standard fly-ash were treated 
with various acids. The components of the resulting 
residues were identified using various X -ray techniques. 
It was found that treatment of an ash sample with 
sulfuric acid changed the fonn in which the Titanium 
was present in from sodium titanium oxide to the 
useful fonn of titanium dioxide. 

A Survey of Macon County Remnant Prairie Sites 
Jon D. Monti 
Pi Chapter, Millikin University 

This presentation investigates the potential 
relationship of soil type and presence of prairie plants. 
West of Decatur lies a strip of glacial sand and gravel 
which runs north-south throughout Macon County. In 
relatively undisturbed areas (along railroad tracks) in 
contact with these deposits are surprisingly healthy 
patches. This relationship will be emphasized as a 
result of a field survey of prairie plants in Macon 
County. 

An Ion-Chromatographic Detection of Groundwater 
Anions 
Kasey Anderson 
Alpha Psi, Hillsdale College 

A method of analysis using a high perfonnance 
liquid chromatograph/ion-chromatograph was 
developed for the study of the anion content of aquifers 
within Hillsdale county and surrounding communities. 
The presence and concentration of fluoride, chloride, 
bromide, nitrite, nitrate, phosphate, and sulfate were 
detennined by the elution of 50uL samples through an 
ion exchange column using a Lithium/Borate/ 
Gluconate eluent. It was detennined thatmost effective 

chromatography could be obtained using two detection systems in simultaneous 
operation: the fluoride, chloride, bromide, nitrite, nitrate, phosphate, and sulfate anions 
yield sufficient signal in the conductometric detector (background conductivity = 220 
uS), whereas an absorbance analysis (UV 214) produced a more sensitive signal in the 
determination of nitrite and nitrate. This segregation improved the method significantly, 
especially with regard to the analysis of the Horton community samples, which 
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contained considerably higher concentrations of nitrite than any other community. For 
this reason, special interest was taken in sampling the area thoroughly, and the series 
of collected samples were analyzed using a standard more suitable prepared for such 
high-nitrite samples. The analysis warranted further research with regard to }X>ssible 
correlations between the sites of high concentration and the geographical features and 
agriCUltural practices germane to the locale. 

In a general assessment of the analysis, each community yielded unique 
chromatographs, as expected. However, nearly all samples reflected relatively 
significantlevels of sulfate and chloride while phosphate, bromide, and nitrite were not 
found at detectable levels in the groundwater. Furthermore, it has been concluded that 
a more sensitive spectrophotometric method for phosphate analysis would be necessary 
to make any reliable quantitative statements concerning this ion. Naturally occurring 
fluoride was detectable, butof comparatively low levels, exceptfor the city of Hillsdale 
samples in which the larger fluoride res}X>nses are a direct result of intentional 
fluoridation. 
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Song Sparrow, Melospiza melodia, Recognition 
of Neighbor and Stranger Songs. 

William P. Johnson, Jr., McKendree College. 
Abstract 

Bird species with small repertoires have been found to 
exhibit neighbor recognition. Earlier investigations of species with 
large repertoires, however, have not utilized the extensive repertoires 
in playback, and have found results to be marginal. This study, 
using three songs of the large-repertoired song sparrow, Melospiza 
melodia, found the expected trends in: 1) songs per time interval; 2) 
index of approach; and 3) latency of approach. The increase in 
songs per time interval were found to be significant. This provides 
evidence of individual recognition in song sparrows. A hY}X>thesis 
was developed to explain the lack of significance in the latter two 
responses. 

Introduction 

Bird song plays a role in territorial defense, mate acquisition, synchronization of 
the reproductive process, and individual recognition, depending on the species 
(F aaborg, 1988). Song is the chief means by which the male song sparrow, Melospiza 
melodia, proclaims its territory (Nice, 1937). Territories usually include necessities 
such as food, water, nest sites, covering for protection of nest sites, roosting sites, and 
singing }X>sts (Faaborg, 1988; Nice, 1943). Territories are inhabited by summer 
residents throughout the year (Nice, 1937). 

The cost to retain these territories would be less if males with adjacent territories 
could recognize each other after territories had been secured (Weeden & Falls, 1959). 
Conservation of energy is vital because the number of eggs laid, number of broods 
attempted, and young fledged in a population depends u}X>n the efficiency of the 
parents (Nice ,1937). 

Previous investigators have found neighbor recognition in male ovenbirds with 
small repertoires, 1 song (Weeden & Falls, 1959). Only marginal results have been 
obtained, however, in species with large repertoires, > 6 songs (Harris & Lemon, 1976; 
Falls & D' Agincourt, 1981; Weary et. al, 1987). In these cases the large repertoires 
were not employed in the playbacks. For instance, only 1 or 2 different songs were 
commonly used in playbacks. 

In this study three different songs were used in playback to see if the res}X>nse to 
stranger playback would be greater than the res}X>nse to neighbor playback. 

Methods 

1bis study was conducted between April and July of 1991 in areas of Belleville and 
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Lebanon, Illinois. The sparrows were most readily found in parks and nurseries. 
A neighbor is defined as a male which has a common territory border with another male. 

A stranger is defined as a male that is at least 2 territories away, aIXi out of hearing range of the 
reightu JXiir. Twelve.M.~ males were used in this study fonning six neighbor pairs. 

Songs were recorded and played 00ck using a Texas Instnnnents (model PHP 2700) 
recorder. The microphone used was aDan Gibson Electronic Parabolic Microphone (m<X1e1 
P 6S0) with a 47.6 em diameter shield. The tape used was a Maxell UDII tape. 

Males were identified by their song, and recorded early in the morning and early 
evening. An attempt was made to record as much of the male repertoires as }Xlssible. 
This recordings were then edited into 3 minute segments. Editing was done with a dual­
head recorder. The 3 minute segments contained 3 different song types. Each song was 
repeated over a 1 minute period before the next type was repeated. A sonograph was 
not available so songs were chosen because of the obvious differences. 

Each trial began after the male was silent for at least a minute (Harris & Lemon, 
1976). A silent 6 minute control period was conducted before each playback in order 
to examine the before and after affects of playback. After the control the 3 minute 
playback was begun. Following Beer's method, the tape player was placed in the 
territory and near the border with its neighbor (Beer, 1970). Each male was eX}Xlsed 
to both: 1) a 3 minute period of stranger's songs; and 2) a 3 minute period of the 
neighbors songs. The same stranger playback was not played to both birds in a 
neighbor pair ensuring that the second male tested in a pair would not become 
accustomed to the playback. Half were eX}Xlsed to the neighbor's songs first, and the 
other half to the strangers songs first. Each male was allowed to rest 1-3 days between 
playback trails. 

Res}Xlnses recorded include: 1) number in songs in res}Xlnse to playback; 2) 
latency of approach to the tape player measured as the number of seconds taken for the 
male to approach the playback device; 3) index of approach or rank assigned 
depending on how close the male got to the playback devise. Rank classes were these 
described by Harris & Lemon (1976): >Sm, a rank of 0; 2-Sm, a rank of 1; I-2m, a rank 
of2; and <1m, a rank of3. Male displays were not recorded because males were often 
difficult to observe in bushes and shrubs. 

Wilcoxon matched-pairs singled-ranked tests and t-tests were used to generate P 
values. If the P value was .OS or less, the data was considered significant. 

Results 

ill Figure 1, mean number of songs in the 6 minute control period before playback was 
examined. The comparison of the 6 minutes before neightu playback and stranger playback 
is not significant, indicating that the control periods were consistent The comparison of the 
6 minutes after neightu playback and stranger playback began is significant (paired t-tests, 
t=-3.11, P=.OOS). 

A change in feSJXlnse can readily be seen when canparing before and after playback 
responses in Figure 1. No significance was found when before and after stranger playbacks 
were compared. But, significance was found when befcre and afterreighbor playbacks were 
compared. In fact, the response decreased below the level of the control period. 
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Figure 2, shows mean number of songs in 3 minutes before, during, and after 
playback. Comparison of the 3 minutes before neighbor playback and stranger 
playback is not significant. The comparison of3 minutes during neighbor and stranger 
playback is significant (Wilcoxon, z=-I. 73, P=.042). The comparison of the 3 minutes 
after neighbor playback and stranger playback is significant (Wilcoxon, z=-2.09, 
P=.018). When before stranger playback is compared with during and after stranger 

Mean number of songs in 3 min. 
Figure 2. Mean number 3 minutes before, during, and after playback of neighbor and stranger songs. 
(N=12) 
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playback, only the before and after comparison is found to be significant (Wilcoxon, 
Z=-I.64, P=.OSO). When before neighbor playback is compared with during and after 
playback, only the before and during comparison is found to be significant (Wilcoxon, 
z=-2.20: P=.014), .with significantly less singing in the during playback period. The 
companson of dunng and after stranger playback was significant (Wilcoxon, z=-2.67, 
P= .. 004). The comparison of during and after neighbor playback was also significant 
(Wilcoxon, z=-2.31, P=.01O). 
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The index of approach in 6 minutes before neighbor and stranger playback was 
not significant. When before stranger playback is compared with after stranger 
playback, a significant difference is found (Wilcoxon, Z=-2.67, P=.004). Likewise, the 
comparison of before and after neighbor playback is significant (Wilcoxon, Z=-2.31, 
P=.01O). Thus, the playback did have an effect on the males. The comparison of after 
neighbor playback and stranger playback did not show significance. But, stranger 
playback elicited an index of approach rating 75% of the time while neighbor playback 
elicited an index of approach rating only 67% of the time. 

In Figure 3, the comparison ofneighboc and stTIlnger latencies showed no significant 
difference. But, a trend is seen towards greater latency in response to neighboc playOOck. 

Discussion 

In this study three different songs were used in playback to see if the response to 
stranger playback would be greater than the response to neighbor playback. The 

Mean number of seconds until approach 
Figure 3. Mean latency of response to stranger and neighbor playback. (N=12) 
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expected trends include: 1) songs per time interval; 2) index of approach; and 3) latency 
until approach. Those figures which are significant and strongly support the hypothesis 
in regard to individual recognition are the comparison of 6 minutes after stranger 
playback with 6 minute after neighbor playback (paired t-test, t=-3.11, p=.OO5), the 
comparison of 3 minutes during neighbor playback (Wilcoxon, z=-I. 73, p=.042), and 
the comparison of 3 minutes after stranger playback with 3 minutes after neighbor 
playback (Wilcoxon, z=-2.09, p=.018). 

These results support the idea that the ability for individual recognition has been 
restrained during the evolution of large repertoire size (Kroodsarn, 1976). The song 
sparrow's repertoire does not greatly decrease discrimination between neighbor and 
stranger songs. Thus, the song sparrow probably saves energy by not continually 
engaging its neighbor after territories have been established (Weeden & Falls 1959). 

Also, perhaps the song sparrow saves energy and lowers the risk of injury by not 
continually responding by approach to momentary intrusions. The playback used in 
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this study was only 3 minutes in length. Perhaps a male will not approach to a large 
extent unless another male's song persists. In fact, territorial takeover may require 
several hours or even days to occur as previously suggested by Anderson (1992), and 
Stoddard (1988). The male may have to reach a certain threshold before the index of 
approach and latency of approach comparisons are significantly different. Thus, the 
male may primarily use song as a warning until a takeover attempt progresses, and then 
approach would be warranted. In future studies, a territory takeover can be stimulated 
for varying periods of time to see if approach will differ. 

In addition, future studies of individual recognition in large repertoire species 
would use more or all of the song types of the males. This design would be much more 
realistic than using only a few songs in playback. If all the songs possessed by a male 
could be used in a playback, then perhaps a defmitive conclusion could be reached for 
individual recognition in large repertoired species. 
Acknowledgements: I thankDr. Anderson, Dr. McGuire, Wilfuunand CarolJohnson, Cindy 
Baumgartner, and Kim and Tun Hutchison for their assistance in occcmplishing this study. 
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Editor's Comments 

It is my pleasure as National Editor to attend each National 
Convention and to present the convention along with the annual 
contributions of each Chapter in the current issue of Sigma Zetan. 
How is the Sigma Zeta membership attracted to the annual conventions? 

Sigma Zeta National Conventions are exciting. A reason for the 
excitement is that at each convention papers and posters are presented 
by our up-and-coming young scientists. And this excitement is 
carried home with us, making us want to do research to present at the 
next convention. 

Sigma Zeta National Conventions are invigorating. The vigor 
stems from the rigorous attention to detail fostered by each convention 
host institution and from the papers and posters presented at the 
conventions. And this vigor is carried home with us, energizing us for 
the research that we will present at the next convention. 

Sigma Zeta National Conventions are congenial. Congeniality is 
resident in the warm atmosphere that brings us back to the convention 
each year. 

Acknowledgements: The Editor wishes to acknowledge Mark Katz 
and Kristen Beebe in making this issue of the Sigma Zetan possible. 
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