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September 22, 2025
Hello, Sigma Zeta friends!

Welcome to the 2025-2026 academic year. After a year settling in as Executive Director, | certainly
appreciate the time and effort that my predecessors in the position donated to Sigma Zeta. We are forever
in debt to Robb Van Putte (Beta), Jim Hall (Sigma), Harold Wilkinson (Pi), and Millard Niver (Alpha Gamma)
for their responsible and thoughtful management of the Society to leave us an organization on solid
footing. One major change in 2024-2025 was that, with the addition of St. Mary’s University in Calgary,
Alberta, Canada as the Gamma Phi chapter, we have become an international organization.

As a reminder, the International Office of Sigma Zeta is now at the University of Indianapolis. The Rho
Chapter was founded in 1946 and has been continuously nationally active since 2003. | have served as an
advisor or co-advisor of the chapter since 1990, three terms in the National President cycle, and as
Executive Director since July 2024.

As you are making preparations to submit materials to the National Office, please take note that the
mailing address for the National Office has changed. The new address is:

Joe C. Burnell, Ph.D.

National Executive Director
Sigma Zeta International Office
University of Indianapolis

1400 E. Hanna Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46227

It also can be found on the website (https://sigmazeta.org/about-us/).

All checks for invoices should be mailed to the new address at the University of Indianapolis. We
have a new Marketplace site to facilitate credit card payment for memberships and memorabilia. The
link is found in the description of the New Member Form and in the Sigma Zeta Store. Please note that the
Marketplace site is only for use by the chapter to submit group payments. The central office is not
equipped to manage individual orders.

The International Office can be reached by e-mail at sigmazeta.science@gmail.com or you can contact
me directly at burnell@uindy.edu. If you need to contact me by phone, please use (317) 788-2400.

The job of the Executive Director is to manage the business of Sigma Zeta between national meetings. Last
year | performed two Installation ceremonies for new Sigma Zeta chapters. This year we look forward to the
installation of the Gamma Psi chapter of Sigma Zeta at Brewton-Parker Christian University in Mt. Vernon,
GA. We currently have that scheduled for October 13.

We hope that your chapters are beginning to meet and make plans for a productive year. When the
leadership of your chapter is determined, you should go to the Chapter Forms page
(https://sigmazeta.org/chapter-forms/) and file the Chapter Officers Form to report your new officers and
update you chapter advisor information. Remember that at the end of the year you should file a Chapter
Annual Report. There is also a form for submitting Chapter News. As you prepare to add new members,
go to the New Member Form. This is an Excel spreadsheet that you can download and fill in with your new




member information. Please carefully follow the directions for completing this form and check the spelling
for all of the names, because it becomes the data for the print merge that creates the individual
certificates. Issues editing the form can delay return of the certificates.

All the national officers want to thank the chapter advisors, student officers, and members for the hard
work that has been put into making Sigma Zeta a meaningful and successful organization. As many of you
know, Sigma Zeta has ten national officers who help to make decisions and keep the organization with
input from all the chapters and the respective members. Six of the officers hold “semi-permanent”
positions and agree to stay in their positions for multiple years to gain expertise in the position to add
stability to the organization — Executive Director, Webmaster, Treasurer, Publicist, Historian, and Journal
Editor. The other 4 positions change regularly with a new Student Representative elected each year and
with a Presidential three-year term which is newly initiated each year following the election of a President-
Elect, who will then transition through the positions of President and Past-President over the consecutive
years that follow.

In 2024-2025 we inducted 581 new student members (an increase of 12.8% over the previous year) and 39
new faculty members (an increase of 21.9%) from 38 chapters (a drop of 1 from 2023-2024). Interest
continues to increase as we all get farther from the disruptions of 2020-2022.

A major item of business at the November Officers Meeting is to discuss the applications for the Student
Research Awards and to decide which to fund and for what amounts. In 2024 we approved and distributed
12 Student Research Awards for a total of $5090, which supported the work of 22 student researchers and
their projects. Since 2021, we have offered awards totaling $24,692 supporting the work of over 110
students. Encourage students to apply for the 2025 awards — the deadline to apply is Friday, October 24,
2025. The process is relatively short and painless, as can be seen when looking at the guidelines for
applying (https://sigmazeta.org/student-research-award-forms/). With a little help from the faculty
research mentor and closely following the guidelines, putting together a good application should not
take too much time. Please follow directions and be particularly mindful of proper institutional approval if
you are planning on working with human subjects or vertebrate animals.

At the Spring 2025 International Convention, the theme of: "Growing the Community through Education,
Advocacy, and Outreach," was selected, and it should be rewarding to put this theme to work on your
campus in whatever creative ways fit best with your chapter, school, and community. Please share your
activities and projects through the Sigma Zeta website and at the Spring 2026 Convention.

The Beta chapter at McKendree University in Lebanon, IL will serve as the host for the Spring 2026
National Convention. 2026 marks the 100™ anniversary of the founding of the Beta chapter, so we want to
help them celebrate this special anniversary. The chapter is still working with university leadership to
determine a final date for the meeting, but it is tentatively scheduled around the last weekend of March
2025. Afinal date will be communicated as soon as it is finalized. | know that we can count on an exciting
convention because our hosts are regular attendees at the National Conventions, and they have had
several of their students present outstanding research over the years. Information regarding the specific
details of the meeting will be coming to you from the Beta Chapter.

The National Office is anxious to help you have a good year! | look forward to working with all of you this
year!!

Sincerely,
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Joe C. Burnell, Ph.D.



