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September 24, 2026
Hello, Sigma Zeta friends!
Welcome to the 2026-2027 academic year!

As areminder, the International Office of Sigma Zeta is now at the University of Indianapolis. As you are
making preparations to submit materials to the National Office, please take note that the mailing
address for the National Office is:

Joe C. Burnell, Ph.D.

National Executive Director
Sigma Zeta International Office
University of Indianapolis

1400 E. Hanna Ave.
Indianapolis, IN 46227

It also can be found on the website (https://sigmazeta.org/about-us/).

The International Office can be reached by e-mail at sigmazeta.science@gmail.com or you can contact
me directly at burnell@uindy.edu. If you need to contact me by phone, please use (317) 788-2400.

All checks for invoices should be mailed to the new address at the University of Indianapolis. We
have a Marketplace site to facilitate credit card payment for memberships and memorabilia. The link
is found in the description of the New Member Excel Report Form and in the Sigma Zeta Store. Please note
that the Marketplace site is only for use by the chapter to submit group payments. The central office is
not equipped to manage individual orders.

If you use the Marketplace site to pay membership dues and order memorabilia, it will generate an order
for me to fill. There is no need to duplicate the order using the manual order form (the link at the bottom of
the “Store” page). If you need an invoice to facilitate payment by check from your business office, please
note that in your New Member Excel Report Form and submit requests for merchandise using the manual
order form.

The job of the Executive Director is to manage the business of Sigma Zeta between national meetings. Last
year we added the Gamma Psi chapter of Sigma Zeta at Brewton-Parker Christian University in Mt. Vernon,
GA. In 2025-2026 we inducted 598 new student members (an increase of 17 over the previous year) and 33
new faculty members from 43 different chapters (an increase of 5). We like seeing the increase in student
participation year-over-year.

We hope that your chapters are beginning to meet and make plans for a productive year. When the
leadership of your chapter is determined, you should go to the Chapter Forms page
(https://sigmazeta.org/chapter-forms/) and file the Chapter Officers Form to report your new officers and
update you chapter advisor information. Remember that at the end of the year you should file a Chapter
Annual Report. There is also a form for submitting Chapter News. As you prepare to add new members,
go to the New Member Excel Report Form. This is an Excel spreadsheet that you can download and fillin
with your new member information. Please carefully follow the directions for completing this form and
check the spelling for all of the names, because it becomes the data for the print merge that creates the
individual certificates. Issues editing the form can delay return of the certificates.



All the national officers want to thank the chapter advisors, student officers, and members for the hard
work that has been put into making Sigma Zeta a meaningful and successful organization. As many of you
know, Sigma Zeta has ten national officers who help to make decisions and keep the organization with
input from all the chapters and the respective members. Six of the officers hold “semi-permanent”
positions and agree to stay in their positions for multiple years to gain expertise in the position to add
stability to the organization — Executive Director, Webmaster, Treasurer, Publicist, Historian, and Journal
Editor. The other 4 positions change regularly with a new Student Representative elected each year and
with a Presidential three-year term which is newly initiated each year following the election of a President-
Elect, who will then transition through the positions of President and Past-President over the consecutive
years that follow.

A major item of business at the November Officers Meeting is to discuss the applications for the Student
Research Awards and to decide which to fund and for what amounts. In 2025 we approved and distributed
15 Student Research Awards for a total of $6842, which supported the work of 20 student researchers and
their projects. Since 2021, we have offered awards totaling $31,534 supporting the work of over 130
students. We expect a grant fund of at least $5980 for the 2026 Awards. Encourage students to apply for
the 2026 awards - the deadline to apply is Thursday, October 15, 2026. The process is relatively short
and painless, as can be seen when looking at the guidelines for applying (https://sigmazeta.org/student-
research-award-forms/). With a little help from the faculty research mentor and closely following the
guidelines, putting together a good application should not take too much time. Please follow directions
and be particularly mindful of proper institutional approval if you are planning on working with human
subjects or vertebrate animals.

At the Spring 2026 Convention, the theme of: "Community Catalyst," was selected, and it should be
rewarding to put this theme to work on your campus in whatever creative ways fit best with your chapter,
school, and community. The Service Project Committee challenges each chapter to actively engage in
community service, focusing their efforts on sustainability, STEM education, and humanitarian needs both
on their campuses and within their broader communities. Whether organizing environmental clean-ups,
mentoring students in science and technology, or supporting local outreach programs, this initiative is an
opportunity for members to apply their knowledge and skills to create a positive and lasting impact. Please
take pictures and share your activities and projects through the Sigma Zeta website and at the Spring 2027
Convention. At the convention, we will also recognize outstanding dedication by selecting the chapter that
made the greatest impact through acts of service and awarding them the first-ever Sigma Zeta Community
Service Award called the "The Community Catalyst Award".

The Gamma Gamma chapter at Concordia College in Moorhead, MN will serve as the host for the Spring
2027 National Convention. Founded in 2012, the Gamma Gamma Chapter has become one of Sigma
Zeta’s most active local chapters. Note that because of the combination of Spring Break and other holiday
breaks, the Convention will be held earlier than other years — Thursday, March 11 - Saturday, March 13,
2027. This means that chapters will need to be on the ball planning for their Convention attendance as
soon as they return from their semester break. This also means that we may get the adventure of a snow
theme for the Convention!

The National Office is anxious to help you have a good year! | look forward to working with all of you this
year!!

Sincerely,
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Joe C. Burnell, Ph.D.
Executive Director



